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What Happens When A School District Becomes Unaccredited? 
Frequently Asked Questions 
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Under state law (Section 161.092), the State Board of Education classifies (accredits) public 
school districts.  Under the standards of the Missouri School Improvement Program (MSIP), a 
school district may be given one of three ratings:  Accredited, Provisionally Accredited, or 
Unaccredited.  State law defines the consequences for a school district that becomes 
unaccredited.  A provisionally accredited district is still considered to be accredited and is not 
subject to penalty.  The date that the loss of accreditation becomes effective is set by the State 
Board of Education.  If no effective date is set by the State Board, the action becomes effective 
on the date of board action. 
 
May students transfer from an unaccredited district to another district? 
Yes, if the student is accepted by another school district.  According to state law (Section 
167.131), students in an unaccredited school district are eligible to transfer to an accredited 
district in the same or an adjoining county. 
 
On July 16, 2011, the Missouri Supreme Court issued a ruling relating to the rights of students 
residing in an unaccredited school district to transfer to an accredited district.  The decision in 
Turner, et al. v. School District of Clayton (SC 90236) states that an unaccredited school district 
must pay tuition for students transferring to an accredited school district, and that the 
receiving district must accept those students wishing to transfer.  The Missouri Supreme 
Court has remanded this case to the Circuit Court of St. Louis County for further 
consideration. 
 
A parent or guardian seeking to enroll a student under this statute should contact the school 
district where they will be seeking enrollment to determine how the district is implementing 
this ruling, which is still making its way through the courts. 
 
Does unaccredited status affect students’ diplomas? 
Students who graduate from an unaccredited school district still receive diplomas.  Students 
who complete the coursework required by the state and meet the local district’s requirements 
for graduation will receive a diploma which is valid under state educational standards. 
 
What about admission to college? 
Higher education institutions typically consider multiple sources of information (transcript, 
ACT/SAT score, portfolio, recommendations, etc.) when determining whether to admit a student.  
The Department has not identified any instance where a student who graduated from an 
unaccredited school district has been disqualified from consideration for admission.  However, 
higher education institutions set their own policies and criteria for admissions; families should 
contact the admissions office at the institution under consideration to determine that program’s 
policy. 
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What about eligibility for scholarships? 
An unaccredited classification does not reflect the qualifications or accomplishments of any 
individual student.  Students who graduate from an unaccredited school district should be 
eligible for any scholarship for which they would otherwise qualify.  As with school admission, 
families should contact the financial aid office of any program under consideration. 
 
What about eligibility for extracurricular activities? 
The State Board of Education does not establish policies or rules regarding students’ academic 
eligibility to participate in interscholastic sports and other extracurricular activities.  Eligibility is 
governed by the rules of the Missouri State High School Activities Association (MSHSAA). 
 
When can the state “take over” an unaccredited school district? 
State law defines several circumstances under which the State Board of Education may intervene 
in the governance and operation of a local school district.  In most cases, a district must be 
unaccredited for two full school years before the state would have authority to intervene. 
 
State law also provides that the State Board of Education may appoint a special administrative 
board in advance of a school district lapsing to supervise the financial operations, maintain and 
preserve the financial assets, or if warranted, continue operation of the educational programs 
within the district or what provisions might otherwise be made in the best interest of the 
education of the children of the district.  This action can be taken in a metropolitan school 
district (St. Louis Public Schools), in an urban school district containing most or all of a city with 
a population greater than 350,000 inhabitants (Kansas City, Missouri Public Schools) and in any 
other school district if the local board of education does not anticipate a return to accredited 
status, Section 162.081.3 RSMo. 
 
Another section of law (Section 162.1100) specifically authorizes the State Board of Education to 
intervene in the governance of the St. Louis Public Schools through the creation of a “transitional 
school district.” 
 
Finally, Section 162.085 provides that if a school district has been classified as unaccredited 
within the previous five school years and the district is subsequently classified as provisionally 
accredited, the district shall be subject to lapse on June thirtieth of any school year in which the 
State Board of Education withdraws provisional accreditation or at a later date as determined by 
the State Board of Education.  The provisions of this section became effective January 1, 2010. 
 
 


