
Questions?  

Contact Cindy Beecher 

Communication Arts Coordinator 

Phone: 816-418-7479 

Email: cbeecher@kcmsd.net  

Board Of Education Building 

1211 McGee St 

Kansas City, Missouri 64106  

Directions and  
Reading Selections for 
Incoming 9th Graders 

Required 
Summer Reading 

Pro ject*  

Project Requirements: 

This project is worth 100 pts and will 

count as one Communication Arts test 

grade on your 1st quarter grade 

card next year. You must complete 

all of the following tasks: 

Triple Entry Log: (40 pts) You 

will choose quotes from the book and 

explain their importance. Complete 

3 forms; one from the beginning, the 

middle and the end of the book. 

Visual Project: (20 pts) Create 

an 8 1/2 x 11 visual that represents 

the theme, main events, main charac-

ter or main content of the book. Your 

project may be a thinking map, com-

puter-generated art, or some other 

type of original art.    Take care to 

create neat and high-quality illustra-

tions. 

 

Essay:  (30 pts) You will be asked 

to write an essay in class.  You may 

use your logs to help you complete 

the essay. 

Oral Presentation:  (10 pts) You 

will be asked to communicate the 

most important ideas from your book 

in a brief oral presentation. 

Daily Reading Log: (optional) 

Use this to track how much you read! 

 

 

 

Check each item 
as you complete it: 

  Beginning 

    Middle 

      End 

 

 

Logs and 
visual pro-
ject due on 
or before 
the 5th day 
of school. 

*Students  are expected  to 
read two of  the books  l i s ted 
in  th i s  broc hure pr ior  to  the 

s tar t  of  the 2011-2012. 
 

† Denotes  f ree  eBooks  which can  be  
downloaded  f rom:  

 
ht tp://www.gutenberg.org  

 
Grimes: Dark Sons  

This starkly written novel is a 
story of two young men, sepa-
rated by history, who struggle 
with identity, race and faith. 
Both young men struggle with 

societal acceptance and a place to belong. 

Essay and 
oral presen-
tation  are 
completed 
at school. 

 
Halberstam: Firehouse  
Out of all the men who responded 
to the terrorists' attacks on Sept. 
11, 2001, from the Engine 40 Lad-
der 35 firehouse, only one man 
survived 

Cox: Swimming to Antarctica  
Follow the story of Lynne Cox as 
she deals with achieving her 
dreams of conquering some of 
the roughest waters in the world. 
The story shows that even young 
people can accomplish great 

things 
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Now it’s time to… 
PICK YOUR TEXTs! 

Soto: The Afterlife     

You'd think a knife in the 
ribs would be the end of 
things, but for Chuy, that's 
when his life finally gets 
interesting. At last, he sees 
that people love him, faces 

the consequences of his actions, 
and finds himself compassion and 
bravery ... and even stumbles on 

what may be true love. 

Frank: Diary of a Young Girl  
One of the most moving 
and eloquent accounts of 
the Holocaust, read by tens 
of millions of people around 
the world since its publica-
tion in 1947.  The Diary of a 

Young Girl is the record of two years in 
the life of a remarkable Jewish girl whose 
triumphant humanity in the face of unfa-
thomable deprivation and fear has made 
the book one of the most enduring docu-
ments of our time. 

Hinton: The Outsiders  

The ruthlessly realistic and violent 
story of the Greasers and the Socs, rival 
gangs from very different sides of the 
railroad tracks, is narrated by Ponyboy 
Curtis, a smart, sensitive kid who has 

grown to become one of the most recognizable 
figures in the history of young adult literature. Any 
teen who has ever felt isolated or different can 
identify with Ponyboy, a kid forced to be tough on 
the outside, but who underneath is just as scared 
and needy as anyone. 

Riordan: The Lightning 
Thief      

This novel charts the ad-
ventures of modern day 
twelve-year-old Percy Jack-

son as he discovers he is a demigod, the 
son of a mortal woman and the Greek 
god Poseidon. Percy and his friends go 
on a quest to prevent an apocalyptic war 
between the Greek gods, Poseidon and 
Hades.   

Meyer: Twilight    

Bella moves in with her dad and 
starts a new school. She falls for the 
mysterious Edward Cullen and finds 
out his family's secret-they are vam-
pires. How will her love for Edward 

change her life? Action, love, & a solid dose of 
sappiness are components of this novel. 

Wells: War of the Worlds  †  

It begins as the sky lights up 
with bright cylinders from 
Mars that look like falling 
stars—and continues as the 
Martians emerge from their 
vessels with machines of fire 
and deadly smoke. Wells’s 
depiction of a city in panic—

written in 1898—still remains shock-
ingly contemporary. 

Euwer Wolf: Make Lem-
onade    

 Jolly, a seventeen-year-old 
mother of two, posts a 
notice on her school bul-
letin board: Babysitter 

Needed Bad. Only one person re-
sponds: Verna, a fourteen-year-old with 
no experience. The plot unfolds as the 
two create a unique family. As Verna 
plans her future, Jolly learns to make 
lemonade from the lemons in her life. 

Smith: A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn  
Young Francie Nolan 
experiences the problems 
of growing up in the Wil-

liamsburg slums of early 20th-
century Brooklyn 

Now it’s time to… 
PICK YOUR 

TEXT! 

 

 

 

 

Buck: The Good Earth   

This Pulitzer Prize-winning classic tells 
the poignant tale of a Chinese farmer 
and his family in old agrarian China. 
The humble Wang Lung glories in the 
soil he works, nurturing the land as it 
nurtures him and his family. Nearby, 
the nobles of the House of Hwang con-
sider themselves above the land and its 
workers; but they will soon meet their 
own downfall. 


