
Questions?  

Contact Cindy Beecher 

Communication Arts Coordinator 

Phone: 816-418-7479 

Email: cbeecher@kcmsd.net  

Board Of Education Building 

1211 McGee St 

Kansas City, Missouri 64106  

Directions and  
Reading Selections for 
Incoming 8th Graders 

Required 
Summer Reading 

Pro ject*  

Project Requirements: 

This project is worth 100 pts and will 

count as one Communication Arts test 

grade on your 1st quarter grade 

card next year. You must complete 

all of the following tasks: 

Triple Entry Log: (40 pts) You 

will choose quotes from the book and 

explain their importance. Complete 

3 forms; one from the beginning, the 

middle and the end of the book. 

Visual Project: (20 pts) Create 

an 8 1/2 x 11 visual that represents 

the theme, main events, main charac-

ter or main content of the book. Your 

project may be a thinking map, com-

puter-generated art, or some other 

type of original art.    Take care to 

create neat and high-quality illustra-

tions. 

 

Essay:  (30 pts) You will be asked 

to write an essay in class.  You may 

use your logs to help you complete 

the essay. 

Oral Presentation:  (10 pts) You 

will be asked to communicate the 

most important ideas from your book 

in a brief oral presentation. 

Daily Reading Log: (optional) 

Use this to track how much you read! 

 

 

 

Check each item 
as you complete it: 

  Beginning 

    Middle 

      End 

 

 

 

Logs and 
visual pro-
ject due on 
or before 
the 5th day 
of school. 

*Students  are expected  to 
read one of  the books  l i s ted 
in  th i s  broc hure pr ior  to  the 

s tar t  of  the 2011-2012. 
 

†  Denotes  f ree eBooks  which can  be  
downloaded  f rom:  

 
ht tp://www.gutenberg.org  

 
Smith: Peak c2005 adventure, 
coming-of-age 
Fourteen-year-old Peak 
Marcello’s goal is to become the 
youngest person to reach the top 
of Mt. Everest. 

Myers: Autobiography of My Dead 
Brother c2006 realistic fiction 
Crispin is a poor, motherless 
child who finds that there is a 
price on his head. When the 
only person who can tell him 
who he really is dies, he is left 

to fend for himself. He does make a friend 
of a strange fellow who protects him and 
teaches him skills to make his way in the 

Taylor: Let the Circle Be Unbroken 

The year is 1935. The young 
Logan family watches as their 
friend is charged with murder 
and tried by an all-white jury. "A 
profoundly affecting novel."--
Publishers Weekly. Coretta 
Scott King Award. 

 

Essay and 
oral presen-
tation  are 
completed 
at school. 

mailto:publicinfo@kcmsd.net


Now it’s time to… 
PICK YOUR TEXTs! 

Stevenson: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 

Hyde classic  †  
The classic story about a re-
spected doctor who creates a 
drug that transforms him into 

a murderous criminal.  

Friend: Perfect c2004 con-
temporary realistic fiction 
Developing bulimia after the 
death of her father, 13-year-
old Isabelle is forced to at-
tend a therapy group. There 

she discovers that one of the 
school’s most popular girls is also 
battling the same disease.  

Bartoletti: Hitler Youth: Growing 
Up in Hitler’s Shadow c2005 nonfic-
tion 
Against the backdrop of Hitler’s 
world, we follow German young 
people through the many different 

organizations which formed them into soldiers 
faithful to the fatherland.  

Spinelli: Stargirl c2000 con-
temporary realistic fiction 
A sixteen-year-old eccentric 
high school girl and her boy-
friend discover the ill effects 

of her unconventional behavior.  

Cummings: Red Kayak c2004 contem-
porary realistic fiction 
After a young boy is killed in a kayak-
ing accident, 13-year-old Brady strug-
gles with whether he should divulge 
the prank that caused the accident or 
keep silent to protect the pranksters.  

Oppel: Airborn c2004 
mystery 
A cabin boy and wealthy 
young girl on luxury air-
ship team-up to search for 

mysterious creatures that a dying 
balloonist claimed he saw.  

Paolini: Eragon c2003 fan-
tasy 
Eragon’s life is changed into a 
world of suspense, survival 
and magic after he finds a 

mysterious stone from which a 
dragon hatches.  

White: Surviving Antarc-
tica: Reality TV 2083 c2005 
adventure, science fiction 
In the year 2083, five 14-

year-olds contestants in a reality TV 
program reenact Scott’s 1910-1913 
dangerous expedition to the South 
Pole.  

Now it’s time to… 
PICK YOUR 

TEXT! 

Anderson: Fever 1793 c 2002  histori-
cal fiction In 1793 Philadelphia, six-
teen-year-old Mathilda Cook is 
forced to cope with the horrors of a 
yellow fever epidemic 


