
Questions?  

Contact Cindy Beecher 

Communication Arts Coordinator 

Phone: 816-418-7479 

Email: cbeecher@kcmsd.net  

Board Of Education Building 

1211 McGee St 

Kansas City, Missouri 64106  

Directions and  
Reading Selections for 
Incoming 7th Graders 

Required 
Summer Reading 

Pro ject*  

Project Requirements: 

This project is worth 100 pts and will 

count as one Communication Arts test 

grade on your 1st quarter grade 

card next year. You must complete 

all of the following tasks: 

Triple Entry Log: (40 pts)  You 

will choose quotes from the book and 

explain their importance. Complete 

3 forms; one from the beginning, the 

middle and the end of the book. 

Visual Project: (20 pts) Create 

an 8 1/2 x 11 visual that represents 

the theme, main events, main charac-

ter or main content of the book. Your 

project may be a thinking map, com-

puter-generated art, or some other 

type of original art.  Take care to 

create neat and high-quality illustra-

tions. 

 

Essay:  (30 pts) You will be asked 

to write an essay in class.  You may 

use your logs to help you complete 

the essay. 

Oral Presentation:  (10 pts) You 

will be asked to communicate the 

most important ideas from your book 

in a brief oral presentation. 

Daily Reading Log: (optional) 

Use this to track how much you read! 

 

 

 

Check each item 
as you complete it: 

  Beginning 

     Middle 

       End 

 

 

 

 Logs and 
visual pro-
ject are due 
on or before 
the 5th day 
of school. 

*Students  are expected  to 
read one of  the books  l i s ted 
in  th i s  broc hure pr ior  to  the 

s tar t  of  the 2011-2012. 
 

Look ins ide for  more 
informat ion!  

Avi: Crispin: The Cross of Lead c2004 
historical fiction 
Crispin is a poor, motherless 
child who finds that there is 
a price on his head. When 
the only person who can tell 
him who he really is dies, he 

is left to fend for himself. He does make a 
friend of a strange fellow who protects him 
and teaches him skills to make his way in 

Levine: Hana’s Suitcase: A True Story c2002 
biography 
The director of a newly 
opened Holocaust museum in 
Japan and her students be-
come intrigued with a suitcase 
from a concentration camp 

found among the museum’s artifacts. The 
story of a Czech girl, Hana Brady, a victim of 
the Holocaust, unfolds through the search for 
information about a suitcase. 

Hillestad Butler: The Truth 
about Truman School c2008 
Realistic Fiction  When Zebby 
and Amr create the website 
thetruthabouttruman.com, 
they want it to be honest. 
They want it to be about the 

real Truman Middle School, to say 
things that the school newspaper 
would never say. 

Essay and 
oral presen-
tation  are 
completed 
at school. 

mailto:publicinfo@kcmsd.net


Now it’s time to… 
PICK YOUR 

TEXT! 

Hesse: Music of the Dol-
phins c1996 realistic fiction  
The thoughts of a young 
girl, who was raised by 
dolphins from 4 years old 
after a plane crash, are 

recorded by a scientist as she is rein-
troduced to a civilized way of life.  

Ryan: Esperanza Rising 
c2000 historical fiction, diversity  
During the Great Depression, 
Esperanza and her mother 
are forced from their wealthy 
home in Mexico to Southern 

California where they work in harsh 
conditions.  

Selznick: The Invention of Hugo 
Cabret: A Novel in Words and 
Pictures c2007 adventure, mystery 
2008 Caldecott Medal Winner 
When twelve-year-old Hugo, an 
orphan living and repairing clocks 
within the walls of a Paris train 
station in 1931, meets a mysterious 
toyseller and his goddaughter, his 
undercover life and his biggest se-
cret are jeopardized.  

Carson: Gifted Hands: The 
Story of Ben Carson c1990 
autobiography 
The inspirational story of 
Ben Carson, an African 
American pediatric neuro-

surgeon, who achieved his life goals 
in spite of the many obstacles he 
encountered.  

Sachar: Holes c1998 adventure 
Stanley Yelnats finds true friend-
ship, a treasure and a new begin-
ning at Camp Greenwood, a correc-
tional camp in Texas for juveniles, 
where he is sent for a crime he did 
not commit.  

Smith: Cryptid Hunters 
c2005 adventure, mystery 
Adventurous and orphaned 
twins, Grace and Marty, are 
sent to live with their myste-

rious uncle who is an authority on 
cryptids. They find themselves be-
ing dropped from a plane in the 
Congolese jungle, where they dis-
cover truths about themselves and 
their family.  

Woodson: Hush c2002 
contemporary realistic fiction, 
diversity 
A twelve-year-old African 
American girl encounters 

many challenges when her family 
enters the Witness Protection Pro-
gram.  

Hiaasen: Hoot c2002 mystery, 
environmental issue 
Roy, a middle school boy who is 
the target of a school bully, gets 
involved in a mysterious case of 

vandalism and a barefoot boy’s 
commitment to save burrowing 
owls living on a construction site.  

 
 

 
Isaacs: Torn Thread c2000 histori-
cal fiction 
During World War II, twelve year-
old Eva, living in Poland at the 
time, is sent by her father to a Nazi 
labor camp in Czechoslovakia, 
where her sickly sister has been 
taken. 


