
Questions?  

Contact Cindy Beecher 

Communication Arts Coordinator 

Phone: 816-418-7479 

Email: cbeecher@kcmsd.net  

Board Of Education Building 

1211 McGee St 

Kansas City, Missouri 64106  

Directions and  
Reading Selections for 
Incoming 12th Graders 

Required 
Summer Reading 

Pro ject*  

Project Requirements: 

This project is worth 100 pts and will 

count as one Communication Arts test 

grade on your 1st quarter grade 

card next year. You must complete 

all of the following tasks: 

Triple Entry Log: (40 pts) You 

will choose quotes from the book and 

explain their importance. Complete 

3 forms; one from the beginning, the 

middle and the end of the book. 

Visual Project: (20 pts) Create 

an 8 1/2 x 11 visual that represents 

the theme, main events, main charac-

ter or main content of the book. Your 

project may be a thinking map, com-

puter-generated art, or some other 

type of original art.    Take care to 

create neat and high-quality illustra-

tions. 

 

Essay:  (30 pts) You will be asked 

to write an essay in class.  You may 

use your logs to help you complete 

the essay. 

Oral Presentation:  (10 pts) You 

will be asked to communicate the 

most important ideas from your book 

in a brief oral presentation. 

Daily Reading Log: (optional) 

Use this to track how much you read! 

 

 

 

Check each item 
as you complete it: 

  Beginning 

    Middle 

      End 

 

 

Logs and 
visual pro-
ject due on 
or before 
the 5th day 
of school. 

*Students  are expected  to 
read two of  the books  l i s ted 
in  th i s  broc hure pr ior  to  the 

s tar t  of  the 2011-2012. 
 

† Denotes  f ree  eBooks  which can  be  
downloaded  f rom:  

 
ht tp://www.gutenberg.org  

 

Stoker: Dracula  †  

Told through a series of let-
ters and diary entries written 
by the main characters, this 
classic work reveals the myste-
rious story of Count Dracula, 
the literary figure that popu-

larized vampires. 

. 

 

Essay and 
oral presen-
tation  are 
completed 
at school. 

 
Austen &Grahame Smith : Pride 
and Prejudice and Zombies  
This is an expanded edition of the 
beloved Jane Austen novel featur-
ing all new scenes of bone crunch-
ing zombie mayhem. As the story 
opens, a mysterious plague has 
fallen upon the quiet English vil-

lage of Meryton-and the dead are returning to live!  

Hosseini: The Kite Runner 

After her mother dies giving 
birth to her, Adeline's affluent, 
powerful family considers her 
bad luck. Life does not get any 
easier when her father remarries. 
She and her 

siblings are subjected to their stepmother's disdain, 
while her half brother and half sister are thoroughly 
spoiled. Although Adeline wins prizes at school, 
they are not what she really yearns for the love and 
understanding of her family.  
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Now it’s time to… 
PICK YOUR TEXTs! 

Shakespeare: Hamlet  †  

Shakespeare’s compelling 
treatment of guilt and re-
venge in Hamlet has fasci-

nated playgoers and readers for 400 
years. 

Bronte:  Wuthering Heights †  
One of the greatest gothic 
romance novels of all time, 
Wuthering Heights is the story 
of a tortured and ultimately 
tragic romance between 

Catherine Earnshaw and Heathcliff. The 
story is told in a series of flashbacks. 
Heathcliff is an orphan brought to 
Wuthering Heights by the kindly Mr. 
Earnshaw. Heathcliff's best friend as he 
grows up is Mr. Earnshaw's daughter, 
Catherine. 
 

Shakespeare: The Merchant of Venice †  

Antonio, the merchant of Venice, owes a 
large debt to Shylock, the moneylender. 
Worse, Antonio faces death if he fails to 
repay the money. When his merchant ships 
are lost at sea, Antonio's wealth is lost along 
with them, and Shylock demands a pound of 

Antonio's flesh to satisfy the unpaid debt. Antonio 
pleads his case in a court of law, where he is brilliantly 
defended by Portia, the clever young wife of his dear 
friend Bassanio. 

Dickens: A Tale of Two 
Cities †  

After eighteen years as a 
political prisoner in the 
Bastille, the ageing Doctor 

Manette is finally released and reunited 
with his daughter in England. There the 
lives of the two very different men, 
Charles Darnay, an exiled French aristo-
crat, and Sydney Carton, a disreputable 
but brilliant English lawyer, become 
enmeshed through their love for Lucie 
Manette. From the tranquil roads of 
London, they are drawn against their 
will to the vengeful, bloodstained streets 
of Paris at the height of the Reign of 
Terror, and they soon fall under the 
lethal shadow of the guillotine. 

Orwell: 1984 

Orwell's final novel, 1984, is the story of 
one man's struggle against the ubiquitous, 
menacing state power ( Big Brother ) that 
tries to dictate nearly every aspect of hu-
man life. The novel is a classic in anti-

utopian fiction, and a trenchant political satire 
that remains as relevant today as when it was first 
published. 

Fforde: The Eyre Affair    
In Jasper Fforde's Great Brit-
ain, circa 1985, time travel is 
routine, cloning is a reality, 
and literature is taken very, 
very seriously. England is a 

virtual police state where an aunt can get lost 
(literally) in a Wordsworth poem and forging 
Byronic verse is a punishable offense. All this 
is business as usual for Thursday Next, re-
nowned Special Operative in literary detec-
tion. But when someone begins kidnapping 
characters from works of literature and plucks 
Jane Eyre from the pages of Brontë's novel, 
Thursday is faced with the challenge of her 
career. Fforde's ingenious fantasy-enhanced by 
a Web site that re-creates the world of the 
novel—unites intrigue with English literature 
in a delightfully witty mix.  

Achebe: Things Fall Apart 
The 1958 novel chronicles the 
life of Okonkwo, the leader of 
an Igbo (Ibo) community, from 
the events leading up to his 
banishment from the commu-

nity for accidentally killing a clansman, 
through the seven years of his exile, to his 
return. The novel was praised for its intelli-
gent and realistic treatment of tribal beliefs 
and of psychological disintegration coinci-
dent with social unraveling.  

Shelley: Frankenstein †  
Children may know of the mon-
ster Frankenstein, the giant crea-
ture made from the body parts of 
dead people and brought to life by 
a mad scientist. But they may not 
know that this horrible monster 

wanted more than anything to find his fam-
ily and friends and receive their love. This 
book will enchant young people with the tale 
of Victor Frankenstein, his quest for the 
secret of life, and the terrible monster that 
haunted him until his death. 

Now it’s time to… 
PICK YOUR 

TEXT!  

 

 

Cooper: The Dark is Rising 

 Will Stanton's ordinary life is shattered with 
the dreadful revelation that the Dark — the 
source of all evil — is rising in its last and great-
est bid to control the world. He finds that he is 
no ordinary boy, but the last born of the Old 

Ones, immortals dedicated to keeping mankind free from 
the Dark. Soon Will is swept up in the great battle, along 
with his ageless master, Merriman; the three Drew chil-
dren, who are mortal but have their own vital part to 
play; and a strange albino boy named Bran. These six 
fight fear and death in a quest through time and space 
interwoven with the most ancient myths of the islands of 
Britain — until, at last, Will and Bran find the weapon 
that will ultimately vanquish the Dark.  

 

 

 


