
Questions?  

Contact Cindy Beecher 

Communication Arts Coordinator 

Phone: 816-418-7479 

Email: cbeecher@kcmsd.net  

Board Of Education Building 

1211 McGee St 

Kansas City, Missouri 64106  

Directions and  
Reading Selections for 
Incoming 11th Graders 

Required 
Summer Reading 

Pro ject*  

Project Requirements: 

This project is worth 100 pts and will 

count as one Communication Arts test 

grade on your 1st quarter grade 

card next year. You must complete 

all of the following tasks: 

Triple Entry Log: (40 pts) You 

will choose quotes from the book and 

explain their importance. Complete 

3 forms; one from the beginning, the 

middle and the end of the book. 

Visual Project: (20 pts) Create 

an 8 1/2 x 11 visual that represents 

the theme, main events, main charac-

ter or main content of the book. Your 

project may be a thinking map, com-

puter-generated art, or some other 

type of original art.    Take care to 

create neat and high-quality illustra-

tions. 

 

Essay:  (30 pts) You will be asked 

to write an essay in class.  You may 

use your logs to help you complete 

the essay. 

Oral Presentation:  (10 pts) You 

will be asked to communicate the 

most important ideas from your book 

in a brief oral presentation. 

Daily Reading Log: (optional) 

Use this to track how much you read! 

 

 

 

Check each item 
as you complete it: 

  Beginning 

    Middle 

      End 

 

 

Logs and 
visual pro-
ject due on 
or before 
the 5th day 
of school. 

*Students  are expected  to 
read two of  the books  l i s ted 
in  th i s  broc hure pr ior  to  the 

s tar t  of  the 2011-2012. 
 

†  Denotes  f ree eBooks  which can  be  
downloaded  f rom:  

 
ht tp://www.gutenberg.org  

 

Hawthorne: The Scarlet Letter  †  

The Scarlet Letter is the story of three New 
England settlers at odds with the puritan 
society in which they live. Roger Chilling-
worth, an aging scholar, arrives in New 
England after two years' separation from 

his wife Hester to find her on trial for adultery. For re-
fusing to reveal her lover's identity, she is condemned to 
wear a letter 'A' sewn onto her clothes. Slowly but surely, 
the need for redemption grows in each as the story has-
tens toward its dramatic close.  

 

Essay and 
oral presen-
tation  are 
completed 
at school. 

 
Sebold: The Lovely Bones 
"My name was Salmon, like 
the fish, first name Susie. I 
was fourteen when I was mur-
dered on December 6, 1973." 
So begins the story of Susie 
Salmon, who is adjusting to 
her new home in heaven, a 
place that is not at all what 
she expected, even as she is 
watching life on earth con-

tinue without her. Out of unspeakable tragedy and 
loss, this novel succeeds, miraculously, in building a 
tale filled with hope, humor, suspense, even joy.  

McCourt: Angela’s Ashes 

This extraordinary memoir accounts for 
Frank’s survival. Wearing rags for diapers, 
begging a pig’s head for Christmas dinner, 
and gathering coal from the roadside to 
light a fire, Frank endures poverty, starva-
tion, and the casual cruelty of relatives and 
neighbors – yet lives to tell his tale with 
eloquence, exuberance and remarkable 

forgiveness. Imbued on every page is Frank McCourt’s 
astounding humor and compassion.  
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Now it’s time to… 
PICK YOUR TEXTs! 

Cormier: I am the Cheese  

In this complicated, sus-
penseful, and moving 
novel, teenaged Adam ex-
periences two life-altering 
journeys: a solitary bike trip 
to seek his father and a 

mysterious series of interviews, through 
which he pieces together the frightening 
truth about his past, his identity, and 
his destiny. what may be true love. 

Twain: Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn  †  
Join Huck and Jim as 
their boyhood adventures 
along the Mississippi 
River lead them into a 
world of excitement, dan-
ger, and self-discovery. 

Humorous narrative, lyrical descrip-
tions of the Mississippi valley, and 
memorable characters. 

Van Ryan: Mistaken Identity  

Straight from the headlines comes the 
story of two students, one buried under 
the wrong name, one in a coma being 

cared for by the wrong family and the heart 
wrenching discovery five weeks late that their iden-
tities had been mistakenly reversed.  

The Autobiography of Malcolm X 

The Autobiography of Malcolm X is the story of 
one of the remarkable lives of the 
twentieth century. Malcolm X, as 
presented in this as-told-to autobi-
ography, is a figure of almost 
mythic proportions; a man who 
sunk to the greatest depths of 
depravity and rose to become a 
man whose life's mission was to 
lead his people to freedom and 
strength. It provides a searing 

depiction of the deeply rooted issues of race 
and class in America and remains rele-
vant and inspiring today. Malcolm X's 
story would inspire Alex Haley to write 
Roots, a novel that would, in turn, de-
fine the saga of a people. 

Steinbeck: The Grapes of Wrath 

Set during the Great Depression, 
The Grapes of Wrath tells the pow-
erful story of the Joad family's trek 
from the dust bowl of Oklahoma to 

the promise of a new life in California. But 
what they find threatens to rip apart their lives, 
and sever the ties that bind them together. 

Pelzer: A Child Called It 
The unforgettable account 
of one of the most severe 
child abuse cases in Califor-
nia history. It is the story of 

Dave Pelzer, who was brutally beaten 
and starved by his emotionally unsta-
ble, alcoholic mother-a mother who 
played torturous, unpredictable games-
games that left him nearly dead. He 
had to learn how to play his mother's 
games in order to survive because she 
no longer considered him a son, but a 
slave; and no longer a boy, but an "it."  

Kafka: The Metamorpho-
sis   †  
 Franz Kafka's The Meta-
morphosis climaxes in the 
very first line-the protago-
nist has indeed been 

transformed. The critical questions lie 
in the interpretation of the change. 

Neale Hurston: Their Eyes 
Were Watching God 
Their Eyes Were Watching 
God, an American classic, 
is the luminous and haunt-

ing novel about Janie Crawford, a 
Southern Black woman in the 1930s, 
whose journey from a free-spirited girl 
to a woman of independence and 
substance has inspired writers and 
readers for close to 70 years. 

Now it’s time to… 
PICK YOUR 

TEXT! 

 

 

Shakespeare: Much Ado About  
Nothing  †  
Imaginative, exuberant comedy con-
trasts 2 couples in a witty and suspense-
ful battle of the sexes. Filled with sus-
pense, clever turns of plot, vivacious 
displays of wit and charming songs. 

 

 

 


