
Questions?  

Contact Cindy Beecher 

Communication Arts Coordinator 

Phone: 816-418-7479 

Email: cbeecher@kcmsd.net  

Board Of Education Building 

1211 McGee St 

Kansas City, Missouri 64106  

Directions and  
Reading Selections for 
Incoming 10th Graders 

Required 
Summer Reading 

Pro ject*  

Project Requirements: 

This project is worth 100 pts and will 

count as one Communication Arts test 

grade on your 1st quarter grade 

card next year. You must complete 

all of the following tasks: 

Triple Entry Log: (40 pts) You 

will choose quotes from the book and 

explain their importance. Complete 

3 forms; one from the beginning, the 

middle and the end of the book. 

Visual Project: (20 pts) Create 

an 8 1/2 x 11 visual that represents 

the theme, main events, main charac-

ter or main content of the book. Your 

project may be a thinking map, com-

puter-generated art, or some other 

type of original art.    Take care to 

create neat and high-quality illustra-

tions. 

 

Essay:  (30 pts) You will be asked 

to write an essay in class.  You may 

use your logs to help you complete 

the essay. 

Oral Presentation:  (10 pts) You 

will be asked to communicate the 

most important ideas from your book 

in a brief oral presentation. 

Daily Reading Log: (optional) 

Use this to track how much you read! 

 

 

 

Check each item 
as you complete it: 

  Beginning 

    Middle 

      End 

 

 

Logs and 
visual pro-
ject due on 
or before 
the 5th day 
of school. 

*Students  are expected  to 
read two of  the books  l i s ted 
in  th i s  broc hure pr ior  to  the 

s tar t  of  the 2011-2012. 
 

† Denotes  free  eBooks  which can  be  
downloaded  f rom:  

 
ht tp://www.gutenberg.org  

 
Halse Anderson: Speak  

Melinda Sordino busted an end-of-
summer party by calling the cops, so 
her old friends won’t talk to her, 
and people she doesn’t know hate 
her from a distance. The safest 
place to be is alone, inside her own 

head. But even that’s not safe. A traumatic event 
has a devastating effect on Melinda's freshman year 
in high school. Contains mature material.  

Essay and 
oral presen-
tation  are 
completed 
at school. 

 
Salinger:  The Catcher in the Rye 
The hero-narrator of The Catcher 
in the Rye is an ancient child of 
sixteen, a native New Yorker 
named Holden Caulfield. 
Through circumstances that tend 
to preclude adult, secondhand 
description, he leaves his prep 

school in Pennsylvania and goes underground in 
New York City for three days. The boy himself is at 
once too simple and too complex for us to make 
any final comment about him or his story. Perhaps 
the safest thing we can say about Holden is that he 
was born in the world not just strongly attracted to 
beauty but, almost, hopelessly impaled on it. 

 

Wiesel: Night 

Night is Elie Wiesel’s masterpiece, a can-
did, horrific, and deeply poignant auto-
biographical account of his survival as a 
teenager in the Nazi death camps. 
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Now it’s time to… 
PICK YOUR TEXTs! 

Steinbeck: Of Mice and Men  

Of Mice and Men is a no-
vella written by Nobel Prize-
winning author John Stein-
beck. Published in 1937, it 
tells the tragic story of 
George Milton and Lennie 
Small, two displaced mi-
grant ranch workers during 

the Great Depression in California. 

Myers: Sunrise Over Fallu-
jah  
This is the story of Birdy, an 
eighteen-year-old fresh Army 
recruit from Harlem. Birdy 
is the nephew of Richie 

Perry, the Vietnam vet that Walter Dean 
Myers introduced in Fallen Angels. The 
story follows Birdy's journey into Iraq to 
stabilize and interact with the Iraqi peo-
ple.  

Morrison: The Bluest Eye  

Pecola Breedlove believes she is neglected 
and abused by her parents and ostracized 
by her peers because she is not pretty. She 
longs to have blue eyes so that she will be 

loved and accepted. As she attempts to cope with 
her reality, Pecola helplessly spirals into insanity.  

Cisneros: House on Mango Street 

The remarkable story of Esperanza 
Cordero is told in a series of vignettes-
sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes 
deeply joyous- it is the story of a young 

Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing for 
herself who and what she will become.  Davis, Jenkins, Hunt: 

The Pact 

Chosen by Essence to be 
among the forty most 
influential African Ameri-
cans, these three doctors 

grew up in the streets of Newark, fac-
ing city life's temptations, pitfalls, even 
jail. But one day these three young 
men made a pact. They promised each 
other they would all become doctors, 
and stick it out together through the 
long, difficult journey to attaining that 
dream. Sampson Davis, George Jen-
kins, and Rameck Hunt are not only 
friends to this day-they are all doctors.  

Rand: Anthem † 
Ayn Rand's classic tale of a 
future dark age of the great 
“We”—a world that de-

prives individuals of name, inde-
pendence, and values. 

Douglas: The Narrative of 
the Life of Frederick Doug-
lass, An American   † 

Born into a family of slaves, 
Frederick Douglass educated 
himself through sheer deter-
mination. His unconquered 

will to triumph over his circumstances 
makes his one of America’s best and 
most unlikely success stories. Douglass’ 
own account of his journey from slave 
to one of America’s great statesmen, 
writers, and orators is as fascinating as 
it is inspiring. 

Bryson: A Walk in the 
Woods   

 A laugh-out-loud account of 
an outrageously rugged 
hike—by the beloved comic 

author of Lost Continent and Notes 
from a Small Island. Published on the 
75th anniversary year of the Appala-
chian Trail. 

Now it’s time to… 
PICK YOUR 

TEXT! 

 

 

Alexie: Reservation Blues   One day 
legendary bluesman Robert Johnson 
appears on the Spokane Indian reser-
vation, in flight from the devil and 
presumed long dead. When he passes 
his enchanted instrument to Thomas-

Builds-the-Fire—storyteller, misfit, and musician—a 
magical odyssey begins that will take them from 
reservation bars to small-town taverns, from the 
cement trails of Seattle to the concrete canyons of 
Manhattan. This is a fresh, luxuriantly comic tale of 
power, tragedy, and redemption among contempo-
rary Native Americans. 

 

 


